Rationing in Switzerland

Myth or Reality

Definition

«Rationierung umfasst implizite oder
explizite Mechanismen, die dazu fiihren,
dass einer Person eine niitzliche Leistung
im Rahmen der Gesundheitsversorgung
nicht zur Verfiigung steht.»

Arbeitsgruppe «Rationierung» im Auftrag der Steuerungsgruppe
des Projektes «ZukunftMedizin Schweiz»

Definition

Rationing refers to implicit or explicit

mechanisms that lead to a patient not
receiving

a ,niitzliche Leistung” (that could be made
available).

Arbeitsgruppe «Rationierung» im Auftrag der Steuerungsgruppe
B Sommerschule

des Projektes «ZukunftMedizin Schweiz» | o0

What do you think?

¢ Does rationing take place?

Schweizerische Akademie der Medizinischen
Wissenschaften 2007

A survey revealed that two thirds of ,Internisten
and Allgemeinmediziner’ have already taken the
decision of not proposing an intervention that
could have been of value to a patient because of
its cost.
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Is this legal?

Is it moral (a societal norm)?

Is it ethically justifiable?

How does it fit with medical ethos?




Schweizerische Akademie der Medizinischen
Wissenschaften 2007

What is rationed ?

Sommerschule
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- typically in ,inpatients’
- in psychiatry

- rehabilitation

- chronic patients

- often with the elderly or
vulnerable

- frequently in the provision of care

SAMW
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BUT..

¢ At the same time: overtreatment occurs
with high-tech mwedicinew (SAMW
report)
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Danger

* SAMW: Rationing is not transparent

* Delegating uncomfortable decisions to
physicians without a clear mandate and
without giving a criteria catalogue that
is supported by (majority) in society anf
that can be ethically justified.....
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Rationing in CH

¢ ,Rationing in CH has nothing to do with an
emergency situation but is the result of an increase
in expectations and demands that is in turn a
consequence of an increasing living standard
especiallly those based on developments in medical
sciences. This all leads to improvements in helath
but also of course to increase in costs ...“

Aus: Rationi im Schweizer i i Arbeitsgruppe
i im Auftrag der des Projektes «Zukunft Mgdizin Schwetz»2007
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Reflections

A gap between the desirable and what is
possible is inevitable

Need: discussion of fair distribution of the
(relative) scarce resources

Not is limits should be set but where the limits
will be drawn - criteria... D, [
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Systematic Structural , Rationing”

September 2009
Prostatakrebs: Riesiger
Klassenunterschied im
reichen Genf

¢ Im Schweizer
Gesundheitssystem gibt
es Klassen- unterschiede:

¢ Arme Manner sterben im
Kanton Genf laut einer
Studie doppelt so haufig
an Prostatakrebs wie
Reiche.




